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Our Westward Expansion 
The Waymire Family Story 

 

 

Preface 
 

 This is the story of a pioneer family that immigrated to America, and how they and 

their descendents gradually moved west as new land opportunities became available and the 

lure of adventure moved them. The Waymire family originated in Switzerland and eventually 

sailed off west from Hamburg, Germany in 1753 to Philadelphia in America. They first 

settled in western Pennsylvania; next they moved to North Carolina, and then on successively 

to Ohio, Indiana, and finally Kansas, always staying on the very edge of the wilderness, it 

seemed, as they moved on west. 

The Waymire family was thoroughly immersed in the Westward Expansion 

movement of our American History and during the time of the sad commentary of our 

nationôs disposition of Indian affairs as the many tribes were crowded out and gradually 

displaced. It is the story of rugged and tenacious settlers on the frontier facing the hardships 

of ñhackingò out a homestead from the wilderness forest while facing the dangers of Indian 

uprisings and other encounters in the wild native environment. 

Enduring these challenges must have been an adhesive, binding the pioneering 

families together. The Waymire families were very prolific, and their large households were 

very expedient in withstanding these hardships and dangers. This sustaining ñclose knitò 

relationship is evident in the patterns of behavior in their domestic farm life later. Their 

mutual support, shared opportunities, and inter-family association can be seen as they 

continued to move west. Their deprived, disadvantaged, and elders were sheltered and cared 

for; and their many family lots, in the cemeteries that they left behind, while moving on west 

are a testament to how well their ancestors were cared for. 

The story is told in the descending order of the generations. There will naturally be 

some overlapping of the ancestors in the succeeding generations in the story as well as in the 

appendices, which are keyed to each segment of the story. These appendices expand and add 

both clarity and depth of understanding to the story. 
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Early History of the Waymire Family  
 

 We could have no better introduction to our Waymire ancestor story than the 

prologue provided by Dr. William M. Reser for his 1924 treatise: John Rudolph Waymire 

and the First Three Generations of his Descendents, which follows. 

 

 



 9 

John Rudolph Waymire 

 
John Rudolph Waymire was my ggggggrandfather, born July 15, 1725 

1
 in Duderode, 

Hanover Nierdersachaen, Germany (now in Lower Saxony, Germany). The king mentioned 

in the preceding prologue was Frederick II (the Great) And John Rudolph fought with his 

German and English forces against the French in the Battle of Dettingen, which took place on 

June 27, 1743 in Bavaria during the wars of Austrian succession. In addition to the physical 

description of him already given, John Rudolph was reported to have been over 7ft. tall and 

of great physical strength.   

 After the Waymire familyôs determination to immigrate to America was resolved they 

walked the 100mi. distance with all their belongings (including a large trunk) from Hanover 

to Hamburg, the journey taking seven or eight days. There they were delayed for several 

months awaiting a ship during which time a daughter, Elizabeth, was born to them on July 

12, 1753. In John Rudolphôs company was his wife, Elizabeth Looch (Lough)
2
 and their four 

children.
3
 Also in his company was his father, Andreas (John) Valentin Wehmeyer 

(Waymire)
4
, his mother, Anna (Mary) Elizabeth Asmus 

5
 and his two sisters.

6
   

 Finally the ship on which they would take passage arrived at the inland Elbe River 

Harbor and Hamburg. It was a sailing ship called the Leathley, whose captain was John 

Lickley and with a crew of several in addition to the (52) heads of families and those 

accompanying as passengers. A crossing during this period and manner was normally long 

and arduous, and also often fraught with danger and distress. There was the weather ï with 

sometimes high winds and savage stormsï often being blown off course with damage to the 

shipôs rigging. Unsanitary cramped quarters, limited provisions, and inclement weather also 

led to malnutrition, dysentery, pneumonia, and other sicknesses on such extended voyages.   

 John Rudolphôs mother, Anna (Mary), died on the crossing and her body was 

strapped to a board and weighted, and then cast over the side without any ceremony. This 

was very disturbing to those left behind to grieve, especially the husband, Andreas Valentin. 

They finally arrived on September 19, 1753 at the inland harbor of Philadelphia up the 

Delaware River from Delaware Bay, but the voyage continued to take its toll on the family. 

Due to the extended time taken for their passage (two months) John Rudolphôs sisters had to 

be sold into servitude as indentured servants to offset the additional costs incurred. They 

were not heard of by the family again, but, since this was a fairly common practice, the 

family was probably consoled to some extent by the fact that most indentured servants were 

soon made free agents. 

 The family probably became acquainted with the Quakers in the Quaker colony that 

William Penn had established in the Philadelphia area. They soon left Philadelphia however 

and moved out on the western frontier and settled on some land that William Penn had 

                                                 
1
 Some have reported John Rudolphôs birth as 1721, but 1725 is probably correct. 

2
 Elizabeth was born about 1725 in Hanover, Germany and died in 1773 at Guilford (Randolph) County, North 

Carolina. Her name has been spelled in various ways in different genealogy records.  
3 Their four children were Frederick (age 6), Melinda (Tamar or Eleanor) (age 4), and Rosannah (age 2), and 

Elizabeth (the newborn).  
4
 Andreas (John) Valentin was born about 1696 in the Wengernalp Mountains of Switzerland. Going back 

another generation, his father in tern was Adarn Wedermeyer (Waymire), and mother was Anna M. Meinecke. 
5
 Anna (Mary) was born about 1697 also in Switzerland.   

6
 One sister, Dorothea Maria was born in 1732.  
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obtained through a treaty with the Indians. This land was in what is now in Allegheny 

County, Pennsylvania, the county where Pittsburgh is now located, which is at the confluence 

of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers where the Ohio River begins. Life was hard, 

devoid of conveniences, and uncertain due to the scarcity of the dire necessities and the 

Indian uprisings, and the land had to be cleared before crops could be planted.   

 John Rudolphôs father, Andreas (John) Valentin, died there in 1757 and soon after 

that the family pulled up stakes and moved to the edge of a new frontier down in North 

Carolina, perhaps seeing better land opportunities there. They settled for a short at first in 

Pender County, North Carolina, but soon moved on to Guilford County (now Randolph 

County) along the Uwharie River, which was truly the edge of the wilderness in the late 

1750ôs. 

 The Waymire families were becoming farmers, as were so many other immigrating 

families during the beginning of this western expansion period. The displacement of the 

Native Americans (the Indians) from their homelands is a sad commentary. It is an unequaled 

blemish in our American history perhaps surpassing the injustices of slavery and other early 

events and practices. The pioneers were hungry for land, but not so much for speculation (as 

in todayôs perspective), but rather as a place to live, raise a family, and make a living. As will 

be seen, the Waymire families gradually moved further west as the Indians were further 

displaced and new land opportunities gradually became available in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 

and Kansas.   

 Some of this original Waymire family lived in Randolph County for almost a half of a 

century. When John Rudolph and Elizabeth Lough first arrived in this country they already 

had four children: Frederick (born 1741), Melinda (1749), Rosannah (1751)
7
, and Elizabeth 

(1753). For more than the next decade they continued to have more children together: Mary 

Magdalene (born 1757), Catherine (1759), Marianne (about 1761), and Margaret (1766). 

Altogether they had (8) children togetherï one male and seven females.   

Elizabeth Lough (Rudolphôs German wife) died in 1772 in Guilford County, North 

Carolina, but John R. was not finished raising children. He married his 2nd wife, Mary 

(Molly) Elizabeth Louck (Lueck), 
8
 (his American wife) in 1775, and they immediately 

began expanding their family. John Rudolph was age (50) and Molly was age (21) when they 

married. Daniel was born on May 3, 1776, Valentine (about 1780), Jacob (March 17, 1781), 

David (Sept. 21, 1788), Henry (1789), Rudolph (1790), and Salomon (Feb. 23, 1791). John 

R. and Molly had seven children together, all males, giving John R. a total of (15) childrenï 

(7) females and (8) males. John R. was age (66) when his last child, Solomon, was born.   

During this long period John R. was busy clearing and farming this new land at the 

edge of the wilderness, which is in and/or adjacent to what is now called the Uwharie 

National Forest. They no doubt faced much privation and many hardshipsï Indian attacks, 

floods, and the like. There must have been some sustaining attraction there however because 

they remained there and John R. continued to acquire land. A land title issued to him in 1794 

is interesting and illustrative of such a land purchase. 
9
 It read,  

                                                 
7
 Rosannah Waymire was the ggggrandmother of Herbert Hoover.   

8
 Mary (Molly) Elizabeth Louck was born in Guilford County, North Carolina in 1754 and died sometime after 

1801 when John R. died and left her a considerable part of his estate. Her name has also been spelled in various 

ways in genealogy records. Nothing else is known of her. 
9
 1974 Deed Book, p.105, #150 Randolph County, North Carolina. 
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ñTo all in these presents shall come greetings. Know ye that wherefore and in consideration of the sum 

of 50 schillings, for every hundred acres hereby granted, paid into our treasury by Rudolph Vemire (sic) have 

given and granted and by these presents do give and grant unto the said Rudolph Vemire (sic) a tract of land 

containing (200) acres lying and being in our county of Randolph on the water of Uwarrie (sic) beginning at a 

pine black and running (66) chains and (64) links along Widow Sheetôs line to a pine and then east (30) chains 

to a pine then south (66) chains and (64) links to a pine and then east (30) chains to the beginning. In testimony 

whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent witness, Alexander Martin esquire our governor, 

Captain general commander in chief at Newbern the second of November in the ninth year our independence 

and in the year of our lord one thousand seven hundred & eighty four.ò  

The Revolutionary War also occurred during this period of their residence and Patriot 

John Rudolph Waymire was a Revolutionary War soldier. He is listed in the North Carolina 

Revolutionary Army Accounts, Volume #7, Page #14, Folio #1, Roll #S.115.57.3 and his 

certificate number is #1338 (L1ï8ï0 ïLO ï10ï0). Soldiers and other Patriots were issued 

certificates that proved that certain individuals were promised certain amounts of hard money 

for certain services or goods on certain dates by certain issuing officers. 
10

 The Revolutionary 

Army Accounts are books that were kept in the fashion of ledgers, between about 1780 and 

about 1795 (most between 1788 to 1793), for the purpose of recording various Revolutionary 

War military payments. John R. was paid for service rendered. There were thirty-one 

volumes that were kept. Few, if any, of the vouchers and certificates issued were ever 

redeemed by hard money. The laws that had permitted the system to operate had also 

specified that the documents could be used in payment of taxes, and this is how John 

Rudolph used his deferred pay after the war.  

John R. has been researched and registered as a Patriot by the Daughters of American 

Revolution (NSDAR). He is listed in the DAR Patriot Index. His DAR registered ancestor 

number is #A122993 and any of his descendants in all the succeeding generations can also be 

registered as members of the DAR or Sons of the American Resolution (NSSAR).   

  The children of John Rudolph gradually married and moved away from Randolph 

County as the frontier moved on west. Frederick married Rebecca Lowe in 1770 and had six 

children; Melinda married Jacob Fouts in 1780 and had five children; Rosannah married 

George Yount in 1767 and had eight children; Elizabeth married Andrew Hoover in 1776 and 

had ten children; Mary Magdalene married Jacob Fouts and had five children; Catherine 

married William Summy (Summers ?) but nothing further is known of her; Mariann married 

Henry Yount in 1777 and had six children; Margaret married the Edward Kinley and had 

eleven children; Daniel married Sophie Plummer in 1799 and had thirteen children; 

Valentine married Elizabeth Hoover and had seven children; Jacob (our direct line ancestor) 

married Elizabeth Fuller in 1804 (first) and then Rachel Brown in 1825 and between them 

had ten children; David married Fanny Fuller and had nine children; Henry married Sarah 

Cappock and had four children; Randolph married Sarah Abigail Fuller and had eight 

children; and Solomon married Sarah Mast and had eight children. These added up to over a 

                                                 
10

 During the Revolutionary War years, 1775-1783, there was very little hard cash (bullion or specie) in the new 

states. In place of hard cash for military service, soldiers were issued vouchers or certificates (credit notes) as 

written promises that they would be paid a specified amount in hard cash at some time in the future. This 

system permitted the government to defer actual payment of the costs of the war to some future time. Paper 

money (currency) was printed both by the Continental Congress and by the individual states, but rarely, if ever, 

was there sufficient specie or bullion in the Continental or state treasuries to back up these issues of paper 

money. The saying, "Not worth a Continental," was based on the public lack of faith in the paper money which 

was issued between the outbreak of the Revolution in 1775 and the ratification of the United States Constitution 

in 1789. Depreciation in the value of paper money resulted in an inflationary situation, and at one point, near the 

end of the war, one dollar in gold or silver was worth $800 in paper money. 
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100 children in that next generation and they proliferated exponentially in the succeeding 

generations. One of John Rôs sons, Frederick, may have also served been a Patriot in the 

Revolutionary War, and several of the sons of the next generation served during the Civil 

War.   

 The 1800 Federal Census listed John R.(age 65) and Molly (age 46) along with their 

children Valentine (age 20), Jacob (age 19), David (age 12), Henry (age 11), Rudolph (age 

10), and Solomon (age 9).
11

  

John Rudolph Waymire died the following year (1801) at the age of 66 at his 

Randolph County home for so many years. The date has been placed as sometime between 

July 26, 1801 (when he wrote his will) 
12

 and the November term of the Probate Court later 

that year when his will was read and his estate probated. This last will and testament is 

interesting and it perhaps reveals some of his affections as well as the perspective of those 

times. It read (paraphrased due to the partially distorted record): 
ñIn the name of God, amen. I Rudolph of the county of Randolph and the state of North Carolina, 

being of soundé this twenty sixth of July in the year one thousand eight hundred and oneé do my last will and 

testament. First I give to my son Frederick Waymire, Rosanna Yount, Tamar Phouts, Molly Pouts, Elizabeth 

Hoover, Nancy Younts, Catherine Summers, and Margaret Kinley, each them 5 shillings sterling. Second, I give 

to my son, Daniel, 150 acres of land including the plantation whereon he now lives....also I give to my son 

Jacob 200 acres more or less of the east side of the Uharie (sic) including the plantation that I now live on....also 

I give to my son David 131 acres....I give to my son Henry 150 acres more or less on the west side of the Uharie 

(sic)....I give to my son Rudolph 150 acres....they shall pay to my other 2 sons Valentine and Solomon so much 

as to make them all equal. Also I give to my beloved wife Molly 1/3
rd
 that is made on the said land during her 

life and widowhood. Also I leave to my wife Molly the rest of my household property until my youngest son 

Solomon comes of age... money equally divided between my 7 sons namely Daniel, Valentine, Jacob, David, 

Henry, Rudolph, and Solomoné I the said Rudolph Waymire have set my hand the day and year above 

written.ò
13

 

 

Jacob Waymire 
 

Jacob Waymire, son of John Rudolph Waymire, is my gggggrandfather. He was born 

on March 17, 1781 in Randolph County, North Carolina, the 3
rd

 son of John Rôs 2
nd

 wife, 

Molly Lueck. He was one of (15) siblings, several of which were married and gone from the 

household by the time he was born. Of these siblings he must have been most closely 

associated with his other (6) brothers and perhaps one or two of his younger half sisters.   

 Jacob was age (20) when his father died and John Rôs estate was divided up among 

his descendants. Jacob was bequeathed 200 acres to farm along the east side of the Uwharie 

River. At the age of (23) he married Elizabeth Fuller (age 22) on June 22, 1804 in Randolph 

County, North Carolina where she was born also.   

                                                 
11

 These persons were identified by reconciling their ages with the age categories given in the census. 
12

 Will --Randolph Co. NC, Will Book 2, p. 85-- July 26, 1801. 
13

 The will also specified that his beloved wife, ñMollyò would receive the choice of one home tract, one bed 

and furniture her choice of one of two cows, one pewter dish, one pewter basin, one iron pot, five pounds in 

money, and one loom as her sole property. Also his beloved ñMollyò was to receive the best of his other 

household property until his youngest son, Solomon came of age, at which time the property was to be sold at 

public vendor and the proceeds equally divided among his seven sons. ñMollyô was given possession of the 

homeé to live in during her natural life and widowhood, all the plantation tools and other miscellaneous 

property, the hogs excepted. (It is thought that Molly remained in Randolph County and died there sometime 

after1803). 
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  After John R. died, the family gradually started moving away from North Carolina. 

The family members were Quakers, the mother and father having lived among those of this 

religious persuasion in Philadelphia and in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania (and even 

perhaps before that time in Europe). It was said that their adverse opinion regarding slavery, 

a common practice in their area there, may have been a factor affecting their move to Ohio, 

but the new Indian land opportunities may have influenced their move even more.
14

 

 Sometime toward the end of that decade (perhaps around 1807) Jacob sold out in 

North Carolina and moved the family to Montgomery County, Ohio. Most of Jacobôs 

brotherôs and sisterôs families immigrated to Ohio also during this first decade of the 1800s, 

and were among the first settlers there.
15

 Many of them and their succeeding generations 

became well established and remained there for the rest of their lives, but Jacobôs family (our 

ancestors) moved on to Indiana after three or four years were spent there. Other of Jacobôs 

siblings and their families also made the move on to Indiana later. 

 There were a few widely scattered prior settlers in this part of Ohio between the 

Stillwater and Miami Rivers by 1800, but about a dozen new families located there at this 

time. It was known as ñStillwater Woodsò and included the Waymires, Younts, Hoovers, 

Fouts, Kinleys, Burketts, and Masts, all primarily from North Carolina. This was in what is 

now Butler Township, a township that was later (in October 7, 1817) formed by extracting 

parts of Wayne and Randolph townships. Among these first settlers on the Stillwater River 

was a considerable neighborhood of the Society of Friends (Quakers). A church organization 

was formed and church services were first held in the summer of 1807. Jacobôs older brother, 

Frederick, was a part of that pioneering church organization where services were held for the 

next (25) years. In the next generation, Frederickôs son, John Waymire, also helped organize 

the first local Methodist Church in Butler Township (in 1819). 

The lands on both sides of the Stillwater River which sets the east/west border 

between Randolph and Butler Townships of Montgomery County, Ohio proved to be very 

attractive to the Waymire families, who took out land patents starting in the first decade of 

the 1800s.
16

 The land was bought from the government at one dollar and twenty-five cents 

                                                 
14

 Ohio and Indiana had only become states in 1803 and 1816 respectively. Before that time they were a part of 

an immense area of Indian lands known as the Northwest Territory, which included present day Ohio, Indiana, 

and several other states northwest of the Ohio River. The Shawnee Indian chief, Tecumseh, born on the Scioto 

River in Ohio, had been at war with the U.S. government since the Revolutionary War to keep the settlers from 

overrunning his native lands and crowding them out. His crusade continued through the War of 1812 in which 

he was finally killed in 1813 fighting with the British. He had tried to form a tribal confederacy of all the Indian 

tribes, but the alliance failed, and the settlers came west in droves. Many treaties were made with the Indians, 

and with each one more new Indian land was ceded to the government.  The resulting Indian discontent led to 

uprisings and sporadic attacks on the encroaching settlers who were already ñsquattingò on their land. The 

Indians systematically were being displacedï the Shawnee, Mohawk, Iroquois, Miami , Delaware, 

Pottawatomie, and several other tribes over the next few decades, especially in the 1830ôs after President 

Jacksonôs Indian Removal Act was enacted. The Pottawatomie resisted until 1838 and the native Miami Tribe 

remained until 1846.  As each tribe finally moved away more land was made available to the settlers.   

15 Druryôs History of Dayton and Montgomery County states that the area was first settled by people from the 

Carolinas. 

16 Records show that, once surveyed into sections, what was later Butler Township land, was sold to various 

purchasers beginning in 1805. Bounded on the east by the Miami River and on the west by the Stillwater River, 

the land was originally swampy, but was transformed into a rich agricultural land by way of artificial drainage. 

Little York, a very small town in the southwest part of Butler Township was laid out by Andrew Waymire, 

Jacobôs brotherôs (Frederickôs) son, in 1817. The town was prominent because of its proximity to the many 
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per acre. The following list shows the original Waymire and Yount purchasers of land in 

Butler Township lying in Township 5, Range 5, Sections 23 and 25 being divided nearly 

equally by the Stillwater River; and Section 3, 11, and 14 also being divided by the river: 

  
Section 23ï E. ½ Frederick Waymire August 11, 1802 

Section 24ï S. W. ¼ Frederick Waymire August 6, 1806 

Section 25ï N. E. ¼ Henry Yount December 28, 1802 

N. W. ¼ John Waymire September 24, 1804-   (John & Andrew were sons of Frederick) 

S. E. ¼ Henry Yount December 20, 1802-  (Henry was the husband of Jacobôs sister, Mariann) S. W. ¼ Andrew 

Waymire March 15, 1805  

 

The early settlers endured many hardships and life was very difficult in the beginning. 

The forests had to be cleared away; their stock and families had to be guarded from the wild 

animals which were numerous at this time. Historical accounts recorded their silent primitive 

first log cabins at night were made gloomy by the howl of the wolves and the screams of the 

panthers. Scarcely had they arrived there in the wilderness when the fierce war hoop of the 

red man broke the silence of the forest. The cabins were gloomy during the daylight hours 

too because they used paper dipped in oil for windows, which permitted very little light to 

enter. Several different Waymire family bibles and diaries have been preserved that tell of 

seasonal life on the farm after they were well established there. There were such stories as 

putting up fences, plowing, planting, harvesting, churning butter, making maple sugar, sleigh 

rides in winter, making ice cream, taking singing lessons, butchering, etc. A description is 

given of how the families traveled a lot to church meetings, took farm produce for sale in 

season regularly to Dayton or Harrisburg,
17

 and took interesting excursions to various local 

attractions on occasions.  

 All of these early pioneer Waymire settlers (Jacobôs brothers: Frederick, Daniel, 

Valentine, David, Henry, Rudolph, and Solomon) were farmers and derived their livelihood 

from the land. This was also true of the husbands of six of the seven of Jacobôs sisters.
18

 

Margaret married a Kinley, Elizabeth married a Hoover, Malinda and Mary Magdalene both 

married Fouts, and Rossanah and Mariann both married Younts, all also prominent early 

settlers of Montgomery County, Ohio. 

 Although these early Waymire settlers were farmers, some of their descendents in 

succeeding generations later also assumed such occupations as millers, Justice of the Peace, 

Judge, Reverend, politician, large land estate owners, ET. Some became leading merchants 

such as morticians, casket dealers, and plant nursery merchants in such nearby growing 

communities as Dayton. 

 Jacobôs brother, Frederick, had a son, Andrew, who ran a saw and grist mill. Another 

of his sons, Frederick jr., later immigrated over the Oregon Trail in 1845 to Oregon Territory 

and was a representative and senator at times from 1850 to 1870, both before and after 

Oregon became a state in 1859. Some of the other of Jacobôs brotherôs (Danielôs), sons 

became prominent merchants and one of his sons, Henry, saw Civil War action (as did 

                                                                                                                                                       
mills near the waterways, one of which was operated by Andrew and another one by Henry Waymire, another 

of Jacobôs brotherôs (Danielôs) son.  
17

 Harrisburgôs name subsequently was changed to Englewood. 
18

 Jacobôs sister, Catherine, married William Summers, moved west, and was never heard of again. 
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several other Waymire descendents) with the 132
nd

 Ohio Volunteers at Petersburg.
19

 Jacobôs 

brother Valentineôs oldest son, Absalom, was known in Montgomery County as ñOld Honest 

Millerò, and another of his sons became well known as the ñGood Reverend Jacob 

Waymireò. Jacobôs brother, Henry, married Sarah Coppock and had three daughters but only 

one son. He sort of broke the Waymire tradition of having very large families. Jacobôs 

younger brother, Solomon, married Mary Coppock, sister of Henryôs wife, and died at the 

relatively young age of (46). In a very interesting and detailed will he deeded land to his heirs 

that was just a few miles north in Monroe Township of Miami County.
20

 

 Two of Jacobôs brothers are buried in the Old Lutheran Cemetery located one half 

mile south of the National Road 
21

(Hwy 40 now) in Butler Twp. They are Henry Waymire; b. 

1789, d. May 3, 1832; aged 17 yrs. 1 mo. 9 days, and Solomon Waymire, died April 18, 

1837; born Feb. 23, 1791. Daniel Waymire, another of Jacobôs brothers is buried in the Polk 

Cemetery located in the Lower Stillwater Christian Church, National Rd., Butler Twp. 
22

 The 

second oldest burial ground in Randolph Township would most certainly be the one at Rocky 

Springs Quaker (Friends) Church in Section 36. A genealogy teamôs visit there found only 

two stones left and these with only rudimentary markings. The early pioneers buried there, 

however, would no doubt include Jacobôs oldest brother, Frederick Waymire. This cemetery 

was little used after 1850. 

It is probable that Jacob had acquired and farmed some land there in Ohio since a tax 

record shows that he paid taxes there in Randolph Township in 1809. We also know Jacob 

and Elizabethôs third child, Noah, was born there near the little pioneer town of Dayton on 

January 23, 1810. As mentioned previously, however, Jacobôs family (our ancestors) moved 

on to Indiana after three or four years were spent there in Ohio. It was in the spring of 1811 

that Jacob moved the family to Wayne County, Indiana, just a short distance across the state 

line from Ohio, where new Indian land had recently become available for settlement.   

                                                 
19

 Jacobôs own son, Jacob Elloit Waymire, was killed later in the Civil War and buried in Elwood Cemetery in 

Madison County, Indiana. He was mustered in as Cpl. Dec 9, 1861, and killed Mar 22, 1862. He was in Co. G 

47th Ind. Infantry Regiment. Jacob was killed at Riddles Point, Missouri in the battle of Island #10. An artillery 

shell shot from a Confederate gunboat on the Mississippi River landed about a mile from the river in a farmer's 

field. Jacob was attempting to disarm the shell, aided by the farmer, by removing the powder with a file handle. 

The shell exploded killed Jacob, the farmer, and the farmerôs two children who were nearby. The General wrote 

a letter to his wife about it at that time and the sad story was picked up and also written up in the New York 

Times on April 6th. All because of the generalôs description of the tragedy the Co. Capt. later took his fallen 

soldierôs body back to Indiana for burial. 
20

 Some of the early immigrants (probably including Solomonôs family) traveled on north up the Stillwater 

River Valley, to a point a couple of miles north of West Milton, which was just north of Montgomery County in 

Miami County before settling back down in Randolph and Butler Townships of Montgomery County. 
21

 This National Road ran on west just over the state line to Richmond, Indiana in Wayne County where Jacob 

soon moved his family to. 
22 Actually there were two burial grounds to the Polk Cemetery on the east side of the Stillwater River southeast 

of the Union Bridge. One was on the hill and the other to the west in lower ground. John W. Waymire (a more 

recent generation Waymire family researcher) may have referred to the one on the hill in his writings as the 

Pioneerôs Cemetery. A complete list of Danielôs family buried in the Polk Cemetery are: Daniel Waymire, b. 

May 3, 1776, d. July 3, 1825; aged 49 yrs. 2 mos. (first buried in Lutheran Cemetery); Sophia, wife of Daniel 

Waymire, b. June 15, 1783, d. July 19, 1859; Davis Waymire, son of Daniel Waymire, b. Feb. 8, 1802; died 

April 20, 1888; Mary, wife of Davis Waymire, b. Aug 16, 1808, d. July 19, 1884; aged 75 yrs. 11 mos. 3 days; 

Mary Waymire, Danielôs sister, b. April 30, 1804; d. Sept. 24, 1825; 21 yrs. 4 mos. 24 days; Malinda, Danielôs 

brotherôs (Henry Waymireôs) wife, b. Nov. 25,1818, d. Dec. 20, 1840; aged 22 yrs. 25 days; Daniel Waymire 

(jr), son of Daniel Waymire, b. Apr. 26, 1806,  d. Nov. 21, 1881; aged 75 yrs. 6 mos. 25 days; Mary (Gallahan), 

wife of Daniel Waymire (jr)., b. June 10, 1804, d. Aug. 19, 1870; aged 66 yrs. 1 mo. 5 days. 
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In 1795 general Anthony Wayne (after defeating the Indians at Fallen Timbers the 

previous year) had made a treaty (the Greenville Treaty) with twelve tribes of the Indians 

which ceded a large amount of Indian lands to the government and set the boundary between 

the government land and the remaining Indian lands. In late 1809 an additional 12mi. wide 

strip of land was bought from the Indians that became known as the ñTwelve Mile Purchaseò. 

This new land was open to settlement when Jacobôs family moved there in 1811. Two of 

Jacobôs brothers, David and Rudolph, also soon came to this area and subsequently owned 

and improved on their property there.
23

 These three brothers were among the earliest settlers 

along Nolandôs Fork in Washington Township of Wayne County, Indiana.  

Jacob and a friend, Thomas Beard, settled on a quarter section of unassigned land of 

the ñTwelve Mile Purchaseò in Wayne Co, Indiana Territory on March 5, 1812 and it was 

patented (sold) to them on June 12, 1812. By separate indentures dated on the 14
th
 and 15

th
 of 

August, 1817, Jacob and Thomas then divided the land into equal tracts of 80 acres each. 

Jacob's share of the land is described as lying in the south half of the Southeast Quarter of 

Section (21) in Washington Twp. of Wayne County.  

 Jacob had (10) children: Sara Anne (born in 1805), Henry (1808), Noah (1810), 

Brittann (1812), Hiram (1814 ), Melinda (1816), David (1819), Jacob Eliot (1822), Rudolph 

(1831), and Hiram (1833). The first eight were born of his 1
st
 wife Elizabeth Fuller, and the 

last two were born of his 2
nd

 wife, Rachel Brown. It is not known where the first two children 

were born (probably North Carolina), but Noah was born in Ohio and the last remaining 

seven were all born in Indiana.   

 Regardless of whether Jacobôs family had been Quakers or not, the record 
24

 states 

that Jacobôs family joined the Methodist Episcopal (ME) Church around 1818 in Washington 

Township of Wayne County, Indiana and probably remained church members there for over 

the next three decades. The History of Washington Township recorded: 

  

ñThe first religious organization in the township was formed by the Methodists in 1818. A log building 

was erected for a meeting house by Phillip Doddridge near the eastern line of the township and the church still 

bears the name of the Doddridge Chapel and its accompanying cemetery. Among the early members were 

Phillip and John Doddridge, Jacob and David Waymire, (and several other names were mentioned).  éThe 

Doddridge Chapel of logs was replaced with a brick building about 1830 and it in turn was replaced with a 

larger fine brick church in 1876.ò 

  

Jacobôs 1
st
 wife, Elizabeth Fuller, died there on August 20, 1824 and is buried in the 

Doddridge Chapel Methodist Episcopal Cemetery, which adjoins the church lot.
25

 Two of 

Jacobôs brothers, David and Rudolph (and their wives), as well as (16) other Waymire family 

members were eventually buried there.  

 After Elizabethôs death Jacob (age 44) became remarried the following year to Rachel 

Brown (age 24) on September 22, 1825 in the adjacent county of Fayette, Indiana. Six years 

passed before Rachel had her first child, Rudolph, born July 3, 1831, and their last child, 

Hiram, followed two years later on April 1, 1833.  

                                                 
23

 Rudolph had served in the war of 1812 and when it ended he settled there and leased land for a few years 

until he received a soldierôs warrant for 40 acres and later added 30 acres more.   
24

 History of Wayne County, Indiana.   
25

 The Doddridge family colony members were perhaps the first white settlers to arrive on this new frontier. 

They came on flatboats down the Ohio River from the east with all their possessions, families, and stock as far 

as Cincinnati, Ohio. Then they cut a road northwest overland to the Twelve Mile Purchase land in Indiana. 
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 Jacob and Rachel were likely quite busy for the next several years with farming, 

making improvements, and raising their large family there in Washington Township of 

Wayne County, Indiana. During this period their two oldest sons, Henry and Noah, had 

married and moved their families across the state to Fountain County. After Noahôs family 

had lived there for (5) years, however, they moved (in April of 1836) back east to Madison 

County, only about 50 mi northwest of Wayne County. New land opportunities were 

becoming available there at this time and, shortly after Noahôs family moved back there, 

Jacob started acquiring land there also, probably anticipating a move to that county at some 

point in the future.
 26

 This ñNew Purchaseò land (as it was called) made a large amount of 

new Indian land available and started attracting many new settlers around this time. Jacob did 

not move his family there until 1851, however.
27

 By this time the family members of his 

older generation had all passed away, and, except for his youngest child, Hiram, all of the 

rest of his children had left his household. The family must have felt some anxiety in leaving 

their friends and their home & land that had been theirs for so many years. But apparently 

their pioneering spirit finally prevailed, succumbing to the new opportunity and adventure of 

making a new start at the edge of this new wilderness. Having the comforting security of 

Noahôs family there (and other family members) also must have provided further incentive. 

After perhaps some happy declining years, Jacob Waymire passed away at the age of 

(76) on October 17, 1857 there in Madison County, Indiana. Madison County Cemetery 

Record IC977.257 Vol 1, page 166 states that: Jacob Waymire (b 3/17/1781 d 10/17/1857) & 

his 1
st
 wife Elizabeth (d 1824), age 34 yr 7 days are buried in Waymire Cemetery. There is 

controversy however about the places of death and burial of this couple.
 28

  
 

 

Noah Waymire 
 

Noah Waymire is my ggggrandfather. He was born eight miles north of Dayton in 

Butler Twp. of Montgomery County, Ohio on Jan. 23, 1810, the 3
rd

 son of Jacob and 

Elizabeth (Fuller) Waymire. When he was only a year old the family moved from Ohio to the 

new ñTwelve Mile Purchaseò land in Washington Twp. of Wayne County, Indiana where he 

grew to manhood. It was also there on Oct. 15, 1829 and at the age of (19) that Noah married 

Mary Howard, age 14 (b. Jan 1, 1815 in Indiana Territory), a marriage that was to last a 

                                                 
26

 We found land records where Jacob eventually had acquired a considerable amount of new land over in 

Madison County. After the Pottawatomie Tribe had left he purchased (160) acres on Aug 5, 1837 in Sec 36, 

22N 6E, and another (160) acres on Aug 20, 1838 in sec 35 &36, 22N 6E both from the Fort Wayne Land 

Office. Later, after the Miami Tribe left, he purchased an additional (40) acres in Sec 12, 21N 6E from the 

Indianapolis Land Office. 
27

 We found the 1850 Federal Census of Jacobôs family still living in Washington Township of Wayne County, 

Indiana. It listed Jacob (age 69), Rachel (51), Hiram (17), and a Mary Jane Grass (age six). We have no clue as 

to the identity of Mary Jane Glass. 
28

 Elizabethôs age is probably a typo error or old tombstone misread; it should be 36 yrs 7 months 5 days. We 

know that Elizabeth was buried in Doddridge Chapel Cemetery back in Wayne County, but there is the 

possibility that she may have been moved to Madison County as was the custom then. One historic record has 

Jacob dying back in Wayne County (there is no record of him being buried there), but if this is true and, since 

some of Jacobs sons lived in Madison County, they may have brought him to the Waymire Cemetery for burial 

and Elizabeth's inscription may have been added to his stone. Another record has Jacob being buried in 

Pendleton, Fall Creek Township, Madison County, Indiana. 
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lifetime for them both. After their marriage they continued to live in Wayne County for about 

a year, and then moved to Fountain County, Ind., where they lived for the next five years.  

Fountain County, Indiana is located all the way west across the state just inside the 

Indiana/Illinois state line. The great Wabash River flowing down from the northeast forms 

the northern boundary of the county and also the western boundary after the river cuts off 

south along the state line.  

Noahôs and Maryôs first child, Jacob Waymire, (b. Feb. 14, 1831) was either an infant 

or born very soon after they made this move. Their 2
nd

 child, John William (my ancestor) 

was born there in Fountain County on Dec. 16, 1832. 

Noahôs and other of the Waymire families made this move to Fountain County when 

land settlement opportunities became available there. This land was part of what was called 

ñThe New Purchaseò, which was a very large area through the midsection of Indiana that 

stretched all the way across the state from the Ohio border on the east to the Illinois border 

on the west. It was gradually opened to settlement after the Delaware and Miami tribes ceded 

their land in Indiana to the United States government after the St. Maryôs Treaty on Oct. 3, 

1818. 

Fountain County Indiana Land Records show that Noah recorded land there in Sect.  

# 24 on July 23, 1833 and purchased more land on Oct. 14, 1834. Other of the Waymire 

families that recorded land there also around this time according to these Fountain County 

Land Records were: 
 

David Waymire of Montgomery County, Ohio recorded land in Sect. #34 on Nov 18, 1825. He 

purchased more land in Fountain County on April 20, 1826, and on Jan 1, 1831.   

Andrew Waymire of Montgomery County, Ohio purchased land in Fountain County, Indiana on April 

10, 1826 and recorded more in Sect. #30 on Oct 15, 1829. His last land acquisition was on Jan 1, 1831. 

Absalom Waymire of Montgomery County, Ohio recorded land in Fountain County, Indiana in Sect.26 

on July 30, 1827. 

Isaac Waymire of Montgomery County, Ohio recorded land in Fountain County, Indiana Sect. 26 on 

Oct 24, 1827. 

 

David, Andrew, and Isaac preceded Noah in their move to Fountain County as 

indicated by the dates on these land records. David was one of Jacobôs brothers (Noahôs 

uncle) and Isaac & Andrew were grandsons of Jacobôs oldest brother, Frederick (through his 

son, John Waymire). These two young brothers (b. 1800 and 1807 respectively) were of 

about the same age as Noah (b. 1810) even though they were of the next generation (Noahôs 

nephews). Absalom was Jacobôs brother Valentineôs oldest son (Noahôs cousin). We know 

that Henry Waymire (Jacobôs brother and Noahôs uncle) had also moved to Fountain County, 

Indiana (although we found no land records on him) and he died there in 1831.
29

  

Greater ñNew Purchaseò land opportunities must have come along for these 

adventurous pioneers by 1836, and on April 3
rd

 of that year Noah moved his family back east 

to Madison County, Indiana, where his family would spend the greater part of their lives. 

Noah and Maryôs third child, James Martin, was born in Fountain County on Mar 20, 1836 

and was only about a month old when they made the move. Some of the other Waymires 

living in Fountain County and their descendents eventually also moved on west to Shelby 

and/or Christian County in Illinois.  

                                                 
29

 Henry had married Sarah Coppock on June 26, 1823 in Montgomery County, Ohio. She was born Nov 26, 

1804 in Tennessee, and died on July 18, 1873 in Miami County, Ohio. 
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 The first pioneers of Madison County homesteaded the land along the waterways first 

out of necessity. Settlers needed accessible water for survival, milling produce and timber, 

and sometimes for transporting people and goods. Homesteads were planned accordingly so 

that these everyday, basic necessities were better obtainable. Therefore, the townships which 

contain White River and its larger tributaries were inhabited first. Fall Creek, Union, Green, 

Jackson, Stony Creek, and Anderson townships (the southern half of the county) acquired the 

earliest and most settlers and, therefore, have the most pioneer cemeteries.
30

  The townships 

in the middle of the county had "rich land" but fewer large waterways. Richland and Monroe 

townships with Killbuck and Lily creeks, Lafayette Township with Indian Creek, and Pipe 

Creek Township (actually named for its waterway) began to attract settlers in the early and 

mid 1830s. The northern tier of townships had a deterrent to settlement due to the remaining 

Miami Indian Reservation. As a result, Boone and Van Buren townships started acquiring 

settlers only after the mid and late 1830s. Finally, in the northwest corner of the county, 

Duck Creek (also named for its waterway) was the last Township of Madison County to be 

settled due to its heavy timber, tangled undergrowth, swamps, and Indian holdouts. Old 

Jacob Waymire, David Waymire, and J. S. Waymire are listed among the early settlers there 

before 1850. Jacob (as noted previously) had obtained three land grants in Duck Creek Twp 

of Madison Co in 1836, 1837, and 1840 which in his later years he sold to his sons David, 

Jacob Eliot, and Noah. 

According to Indiana Historic Records of Montgomery County Noah settled on 180 

acres in Sec 24 of Pipe Creek Township.
31

 Although no photograph of him is available he 

was described as being a large man, light complexion, and hair inclined to redness, a man 

well fitted for a pioneer life. Many of Noahôs childrenôs families and several of his extended 

family members also located and lived in Madison and surrounding counties for many years. 

This is reflected even today in the number of Waymires (brothers, sisters, cousins, uncles, 

aunts, wives ET) that are buried in the cemeteries that they left behind. 

 Noahôs obituary,
32

 published decades later, is quite revealing of this early period:  
 

ñWhen Noah and his wife first moved to Pipe Creek Township of Madison County the county was all 

forest and he had to cut his way in to his farm of 180 acres, which in tern had to be cleared before it was 

habitable. Those reared on the prairie have no conception of the difficulties to be overcome by the pioneer in a 

wooded country. They started there with a yoke of oxen and $300 or $400 dollars in money and lived there 

among the wolves and Indians, both of which were thick at the time, until civilization overtook them.ò 

 

Also revealing of this early period is what one of Noahôs Children, Judge Jacob 

Waymire, later wrote: 
 

                                                 
30 Pendleton, located way down at the southern end of the county, was selected as the first County Seat in 1823, 

but the more centrally located Anderson was later chosen. Pendleton was the site of the first hanging of a white 

pioneer in the county for killing an Indian. According to the Society of Indiana Pioneers, an individual was a 

pioneer of the county if they resided there on or before December 31, 1830. 

 
31

 Pipe Creek Township derives its name from a small but pretty stream that enters the township on the east and 

leaves it about midway on the south. The name "Pipe" was given to the stream in honor of the noted Indian 

chief, Captain Pipe, or Hopocan (which signifies in the Delaware tongue, "tobacco-pipe"). The township is 

peculiar in shape, having ten inside and outside corners, with an area of forty-three square miles. It is well 

watered by Big & Little Duck Creeks, Big Branch, Pipe Creek and their tributaries. 
32

 The obituary appeared in the Pleasanton Observer of Pleasanton, Linn County, Kansas on Sept 6, 1884. This 

obit also states that five of Noahôs children all served in the Civil war at the same time. 
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  "When we first settled in Madison County our nearest neighbor was three miles away. The stock all ran 

wild in the woods and got fat on the wild pea-vines. In those days wild game was plenty, such as wild deer, 

turkey, wild-cats, wolves, panthers, bears and plenty of rattle-snakes. We moved into a pole hut at first and 

lived in that until father erected a log house. Eventually it was replaced by a better one. We walked three and a 

half miles to attend the first Sunday school. It was taught in a log cabin. Mother taught us to spell and read 

before we ever saw a school house. We later attended a district school from four to six weeks a year. The first 

schoolhouse in the township was built in 1836 on Jacob Sigler's land and Joseph Sigler was one of the first 

teachers in the township and taught school for many years. Sometimes we walked three miles and thought it no 

hardship. 
The History of Madison County Indiana states that Jacob Waymire (Noahôs aged 

father) built the first steam sawmill in the township seven years before his death after moving 

to the area. Other historic records however say Jacob E. Waymire (Noahôs uncle) erected the 

sawmill about the year 1850 and operated it until 1866 before selling it, after which the mill 

was moved into Elwood. This could not be so because Jacob Eliot was a Civil War casualty 

in 1862. In addition to this cousin, five of Noahôs own sons were in the Union Army at the 

same time during the Civil War and saw action in various campaigns throughout the south. 

They were all fortunate enough to have survived to raise families and to live long and 

productive lives. 

 An ñOld Settlers Organizationò was organized sometime in the 1850ôs for the 

purpose of the settlers mingling together, talking over old times, and with many forms of 

amusement, plenty of good vittles, and speech making. For a number of years it was 

customary to have meetings at intervals in different parts of the county. In later years Noah 

attended these periodic meetings and took part in them. Noah is on record of having 

addressed a meeting of these old settlers from Madison and Hamilton Counties in 1874. It 

was held in July on the banks of the White River near Perkinsville in Jackson Township west 

of Anderson. Various relics of the pioneer times of the county were usually exhibited at these 

meetings, among which at this time was the shot pouch and powder horn of a Mr. Fisher who 

had recently been killed by Indians not far from where the meeting was held. 

 A part about several prominent early pioneers of Madison County, Indiana was 

recorded in The History of Madison County and the account written about Noah was quite 

complimentary: 

  
ñAmong the old-timers of Madison County, none is more worthy of mention than Noah Waymire, late 

of Pipe Creek Township. Noah formerly lived in Wayne County, from whence he moved to this county, in an 

early day, settling in the wilds of Pipe Creek Township, where he cut out a large farm and made for himself a 

large family and handsome fortune. He belonged to one of the largest families in the United States. Every year 

it was customary for the Waymire families to hold a reunion and Uncle Noah delighted in being on hand at 

these gatherings. He was a man of commanding appearance and a fluent talker. Had he been educated and 

trained in politics in his younger days, he would have been one of the political giants of the times. He was large, 

portly, and good looking, and was a man whom one would turn around and look at if he passed him on the 

street. 

No Old-Settlers meeting was complete without the presence on Noah Waymire; he went far and near to 

all the gatherings. He was generally the orator on these occasions; he could speak long and loud, never failing to 

interest his hearers. He was uneducated, but the good Lord endowed him with the gift of commanding an untold 

supply of language, which seemed to roll out of him without effort. His greatest delight at an Old-Settlerôs 

picnic was to tell of the early trials of the pioneer settlers, and contrast the habits of the people then with those 

of now, telling how the early settlers lived, worked, loved, and courted. He said at one of these meetings at 

Perkinsville a few years ago, ñWhy girls, you are here today with your bustles and hoop-skirts on, and you donôt 

know the real enjoyment of young and blooming womanhood. When I was a young man and went out walking 

with a girl, I didnôt encounter such obstacles. He said that when he went out sparkinô in them (sic) good old 

days, they didnôt have any parlor, or any drawing room; there was but one big room in the house (cabin), and it 
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was also the kitchen and bedroom. He would have to sit and chat with the old-folks until the girl got the supper 

dishes done up. There was an old fashioned fireplace in the house and in the winter there was a big óback-log 

simmering and smaller cordwood in front to make up the fire for warming the house. Finally after the younger 

children were tucked away in their trundle bed and the old folks had turned in, he could get his sparkinô done. 

Uncle Noah was so entertaining in his way of talking that his hearers always lost sight of many of his 

rude expressions and plain way of putting things, becoming too worked up in his stories that they were sorry 

when he stopped. The good old men of the Noah Waymire stripe are fast passing away, there being few left who 

came with him to Madison County when it was a wilderness.ò 

 

According to early Madison County Historical Society Records Noahôs father, Jacob 

Waymire (1781-1857), patriarch of the family, is buried in the Waymire family cemetery. 

The Waymire Cemetery, holding some of Duck Creek Township's earliest settlers, is situated 

on the line between sections 2 and 35 in the southern part of the township. The Waymire 

family and the Hand family had owned and donated the ground that the cemetery is on. At 

that time when someone in the pioneer family died, the family took care of the burial, and the 

living relatives would choose a remote area on their property as the family graveyard. The 

plot was often on a hill, if one was available, because hills were "closer to heaven" and 

difficult to plow.  Since waterways cut into the land creating steep banks and hills over time, 

those graveyard hills were many times next to rivers and creeks. Once a family graveyard 

was begun, it would often be used by the neighboring settlers if they had not begun one for 

themselves.
33

  

Also buried in the Waymire Cemetery, in addition to Jacob, are Noahôs brother, 

Henry (1808-1854), and Henryôs wife, Hulda (1809-1891) along with one of their sons, John 

Rudolph (1829-1864) and Johnôs wife, Elizabeth (Casteel) Waymire.
34

 Other Waymires of 

Noahôs extended family are buried in many of the other cemeteries in the area. The large 

Elwood Cemetery alone has (41) Waymires listed as buried there. These would include 

Noahôs uncle, Jacob Eliot Waymire (1822-Mar 22, 1862), Jacobôs brother who was killed in 

the Civil War and brought back for burial in Montgomery County. Two of Jacob Eliotôs 

children, Sarah Ann Brown Waymire and Albert Herbert Waymire (Noahôs cousins) are also 

among those buried there. 

 By the time of the 1880 Census of Pipe Creek Township, Noahôs and Maryôs 

household was left with only their two daughters Margaret and Emily Jane and their youngest 

son, Winfield, and his wife Ella. At this time Noah, probably decided that it would be nice to 

enjoy the company and security of some of his older children in his declining years as his 

father, Jacob, before him had done in prior years. Noah was (70) and Mary (65) at this time 

                                                 
33

 Also at that time many of the pioneer cemeteries were fist established in conjunction with a church. The first 

organization that pioneering families in a locality desired after moving in was a fellowship of like-minded 

religious believersï a church. Initially when unable to afford the expense of a separate building for worship, the 

congregations held meetings in each otherôs homes. Many times, a member would donate a plot of his land to 

be used for the congregation's burial needs. When a congregation could afford to construct a separate building, 

most often a member would donate the land for both the church and the customary adjoining cemetery. In the 

beginning there was a small log church near the Waymire Cemetery. Perhaps it was this shelter in which the 

first township elections were held in August of 1852. History recorded that those elections took place in a "log 

building" near the Waymire Cemetery. Eliot and David Waymire were elected, respectively, as justice of the 

peace and treasurer at that time. 
34

 This Elizabeth Casteel Waymire is the one thought to have been confused with Jacobôs first wife who died 

back in Wayne County years before. 
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when they decided move to Linn County, Kansas where three of his sons (Jacob,
35

 John 

William, and Hiram 
36

 and perhaps other of his children) had located during the decades prior 

to this time. 

In 1881 Noah moved with his remaining family members and located in the city of 

Pleasanton, Linn County, Kansas. Prior to moving he sold his farm in Madison County where 

his family had resided for forty-five years. Noah must have enjoyed the serenity of his 

remaining three years with his children there. He made a will prior to his death leaving all his 

personal and real estate property to his wife, Mary, ñto have and hold during the rest of her 

natural life.ò The proceeds from the sale of his farm in Indiana must have been included in 

his personal property. He and Mary lived in the town of Pleasanton, Lots (1), (2), and (3), in 

Block #159 
37

 which he also left to Mary along with all the furniture and other personal 

property. They did not make any major land acquisitions there probably due to their age and 

besides there were likely no new Indian land bonanzas available there anymore around this 

time. 

Noah Waymire died on Sept 4, 1884 at his home in Pleasanton, age (74) yrs, (7) mo, 

and (12) days. He and his faithful wife, Mary, had lived together for (55) years. He had been 

a member of the M.E. Church for over forty-five years at the time of his death. Noahôs estate 

was probated (Probate #1137) on Sept 8, 1884 by Probate Judge W. A. Trigg with Jacob 

Waymire as executor.  

                                                 
35

 Jacobôs family had located in Kansas first in 1851 and developed a farm in Centerville Township. It was 160 

acres located in Sec #27  along the south side of Sugar Creek a little over 2 mi southeast of Centerville. It was 

written that he later moved to Wall Street and converted another portion of wild land into a farm and happy 

home there. On July 26, 1858 he was elected as Assessor for Linn County while still living in Centerville 

Township. At this time Linn County was thoroughly caught up in the Border War, which had been simmering 

for months, and had become a raging inferno. In the spring of 1862 he enlisted, at the age of 34, in Co. G, 12th 

Regiment, Kansas infantry volunteers. His unit was assigned to duty on the Kan/Mo border (concentrating their 

efforts in the area around Ft. Scott) guarding trains and conducting raids against guerrillas including Quantrill 

until Nov 1863. His regiment was then a part of General Steeleôs command in the Red River expedition in 

Arkansas and he was severely wounded at the battle of Jenkins Ferry on April 30, 1864. In addition to battle 

casualties his regiment lost (2) officers and (121) enlisted men of disease on this campaign. On July 1, 1865 he 

was honorably discharged at Fort Leavenworth Kansas. It was written that Jacob was a ñtiller of the soilò until 

1892 when he was elected Probate Judge of Linn County and moved his family to Mound City, the county seat. 

He served in that capacity for two terms from 1893 to 1897 after which time he retired to draw his military 

pension. He and his wife had raised (9) children together. Jacob died on Dec 5, 1917 and was buried on a lot in 

the Woodland Cemetery in Mound City marked by his 12
th
 Kan Inf. military gravestone. 

36
 John William Waymireôs family arrived in Linn County Kansas next (around 1870), but Hiramôs family did 

not move there until 1877. In 1864, he had enlisted in Co. H, 135
th
 Regiment, Indiana Infantry, and was 

discharged the same year. Hiram had been ñengaged in the drug tradeò (apothecary trade) in Elwood, Madison 

County, Indiana after that time. When he came to Kansas, he located in Pleasanton, in Linn County, where he 

continued to pursue the drug business until 1882, after which time he subsequently opened a jeweler's 

establishment. At some point (probably after his father and mother had died in Pleasanton) Hiram moved his 

family to Yates Center. The local Yates Center newspaper stated, ñThe Waymire Block Building, one of our 

National Historic Site buildings, was constructed between 1893-1897 by Hiram Waymire, a pharmacist, 

jeweler, and local entrepreneur. This Neo-Classical block building is a sandstone structure with brick front, 

bracketed metal cornice, cast iron piers, and, with the prominent Waymire name cast into its pediment, is still 

standing and overlooking the town square. 

37 Noah and Mary lived at the corner of 10th & Sycamore in their residence on Lot #1 of Block #159. He 

owned and had a large garden on Lots #2 & #3 of that block in his last three years. I can imagine his horse-

drawn plow, his straw hat, and Mary coming out in the hot summertime with ice water to Noah sitting on a 

bench and resting in the arborôs shade near his barn. 
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 At the time of Noahôs death, eleven of his thirteen children (all except Rachel & 

James Martin) were still living. Their oldest son, Jacob, had become a judge of some renown, 

whose family lived in Centerville, Kansas. John William (my ancestor) was living in 

Eldorado, Butler County, Kansas. Sarah Ann had married a Beeler and lived in Pleasanton. 

Davidôs family was residing in Clay County, Illinois. Josephôs family was also in Centerville, 

Washingtonôs in Cowley County, Kansas, and Hiram evidently became a prominent 

merchant in Yates Center, Kansas. Margaret (Maggie), and Martha, who had married a Shell, 

and Emily Jane (Jenny), who married a Smith, all lived in Pleasanton. Winfield S., the 

youngest son, and his family also was living in Pleasanton by that time. These eleven 

children were also still living at the time of their motherôs death four years later in 1888. 

Mary Waymire lived on for another four years and had been a member of the M.E. 

Church for about forty-nine years at the time of her death, which occurred on Aug 8, 1888 at 

the age of (73) yrs, (7) mo,, and (8) days. Her bequeathed estate was probated on Aug 28, 

1888 by Probate Judge R.W. Braun with Joseph Waymire as executor. Mary died intestate 

and it is assumed that the estate was distributed equally among the (13) heirs that were all 

listed in the probate record. 

Noah and Mary were both buried in the Pleasanton City Cemetery along with two 

daughters, Rachel (Waymire) Palmer and Martha (Waymire) Shell (and Marthaôs husband 

Dr. Ike Shell). Their sonôs, Hiramôs, 2
nd

 wife, Laura (Shepard) Waymire is also buried there 

along with many other extended Waymire family members.  

 

 

John William Waymire 
 

 John William Waymire was my gggrandfather, the son of Noah and Mary Waymire. 

He was born on Dec 16, 1832 in Fountain County, Indiana and moved with his family to Pipe 

Creek Township of Madison County, Indiana when he was about 3½ years old where he 

grew to manhood. He was listed in his fatherôs (Noahôs) household in the 1850 Federal 

Census for Pipe Creek Township as a farmer and (17) years old. He was probably farming 

some of Noahôs land at that time. 

 He married Emily Rosanna Kendall (b. Jan 24, 1835) on Oct 23, 1851 at 

Connersville, Fayette County, Indiana. This was likely where she was from and where the 

young couple resided. They had their first four children together there in Fayette County: 

Noah on Jan 4, 1853, Lucinda (died within a year) on Oct 20, 1854, Sarah Ann on Mar 18, 

1856, and Joseph Ellet 
38

 on Aug 23, 1859. Emilyôs father, Vachel Kendall, was age (84) 

when Emily was (15) so itôs likely that Vachel died either before or soon after John and 

Emily were married, and they stayed in Fayette County to farm on Vachelôs land until around 

1860 when the family moved to Madison County, Indiana. 

 The 1860 Federal Census for Pipe Creek Township of Madison County listed John 

Waymire age (27), a farmer and head of household, Emily age (25), Noah age (7), Sarah age 

(3), and Joseph age (1). John was probably now farming on his land there or on some of 

Noahôs land for the next several years. The Civil War had begun by this time however and 

there is a record of a John Waymire serving in the 87
th
 Indiana Inf. Reg. This may have been 

John William (although it would need to have been a rather brief enlistment) since his son, 

                                                 
38

 This name has also been spelled Eliot and Elliot in other records. 
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Oliver, was born in Madison County on Sept 5, 1863, and daughters Elizabeth on June 3, 

1864, and Mary on Apr 9, 1866.
39

 

 John and Emily moved their family on west to McLean County, Illinois sometime 

between Mary Annôs birth in 1866 and the time Emma Rosanna, my great grandmother, was 

born there in Bloomington, Illinois on Mar 17, 1867. We donôt know what prompted this 

move, but we think perhaps it may have been because of all the disruption of the war and the 

affect and influences that it was having on families at that time. We do know, however, that 

there had been other extended Waymire family members living in nearby Shelby and 

Christian Counties in Illinois around this time. 

 The family didnôt stay long in Illinois, however, and had moved on to Centerville in 

Linn County, Kansas by the time the 1870 Federal Census was taken there on July 28. John 

(age 36) was listed as a farmer, Emily (35), and their other (7) children from Noah (age 16) 

down to Emma Rosanna (age (2). We feel certain that the familyôs move there was 

influenced by Johnôs older brother, Jacob, who had moved his family to Centerville back in 

1851 and was farming his acreage there and at his farm at the nearby little town of Wall 

Street later.
40

  

John probably acquired some land of his own to farm in Centerville Township, 

although we have found no land record of this, but he may have farmed some of his older 

brother, Jacobôs land. There is also the possibility that he may have been employed to work 

at farm labor on one of the larger farms in the area, which was a common practice then. John 

and Emily had another child, Matilda, born on Sept 1, 1870, but she died as an infant within a 

year. Their last child, Martha (Mattie), was born on Apr 5, 1872. All together they had (10) 

children together, but two of them, Lucinda and Matilda, had died as infants. 

By 1880 John had moved his family across the county to Potosi Township near 

Pleasanton, Kansas. The 1880 Census there listed John (age 48) as a farmer, Emily (45), 

Joseph (21), Elizabeth (16), Mary (14), Emma (12), and Martha (7). Johnôs Uncle Hiram 

(Noahôs brother) was in business (apothecary or jewelry) in Pleasanton at that time. Johnôs 

aged mother and father, Noah and Mary, moved to Pleasanton also the next year (in 1881), 

and we think John Williamôs family remained there near Pleasanton until after Noahôs death 

which followed in 1884. 

 John William was a member of a generation when many major events and lifestyle 

changes were gradually occurring. These would include the Civil War, the advancement of 

the railroads, the steam-powered mechanization, and the development of the coal, oil, and 

natural gas industries that followed. These and many other developments and new 

innovations were making many new occupational opportunities available and these were not 

directly tied to the land and the agrarian lifestyle as had been the case in the past. The area 

cities were beginning to be more populated and people began moving into them and having 

some of these new occupations such as merchants, professionals, and employees of these 

new industries.    

                                                 
39

 Nevertheless, both Madison County historic records and Noahôs obituary, written later by Noahôs oldest son, 

Jacob, state that (5) of Noahôs sons served in the war. The sons old enough to be in the war and with possible 

veteran records listed under their name were Jacob (12
th
 Ks Vol Inf Reg), John William, James Martin (?), 

David (75
th
 Ind Inf Reg), Joseph (34

th
 Ind Inf Reg), and possibly Washington (75

th
 Ind Inf Reg), who would 

have been (16) when the war started and (20) when it ended. Therefore the five sons who were Civil War 

veterans may not have included John William for some unknown reason perhaps health related.  
40

 Jacobôs family was listed as a farm family in both the 1860 and 1870 Censuses of Centerville Township. 
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Also, as another contributing factor, there had come a time when all the eastern tribes 

of Native Americans (the Indians) had been pushed about as far west as they would go. This 

was at a point about half way between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains. By 

this time their land, culture, and individual tribal identity had been stripped from them, and 

they were destined to reside on designated reservations that became smaller as their formerly 

designated reservation lands were also taken from them or reduced.
41

 By this time there was 

no need for any more treaties to be signed, but a similar fate was already underway for the 

western tribes.  

 This also had spelled the end of the great Indian land opportunities for many of the 

settlers that had been gradually moving west, that is so far as the rich eastern and Midwestern 

agricultural section of our country was concerned, before it spilled out into the vast western 

territory of what had been the Louisiana Purchase. Since the beginning of the 19
th
 Century 

hardy pioneers had been pushing on west over the Rocky Mountains all the way to California 

and Oregon. They were at first the explorers, fur traders, gold seekers, and other forerunners 

of the homesteaders who were to follow. Among these was John and Emilyôs oldest son, 

Noah.  He had married Lizzie Henderson in 1873, and they and their infant child disappeared 

from their covered wagon train moving west in South Dakota in 1875. They presumably 

were killed by Indians. 

 For many settlers they had also moved about as far west as they would also. By 1885 

John Williamôs family, however had moved on west as far as Butler County, Kansas and 

settled in the vicinity of the small town of Douglas in Douglas Township in the southern part 

of the county. Prior to this time (about 1885), one of John Williamôs brothers, Washington 

Waymire, had located his family in Dexter Township of Cowley County, the county just to 

the south of Butler County and bordering Oklahoma.
42

 We donôt know if this influenced their 

move on west or if there was some other factor involved in their search for their ñEl 

Doradoò.
43

  

 Beyond the rolling hills of this Flint Hill Region of the state were more cow towns, 

like Wichita and Dodge City, amid a region rising into the treeless high plains that continued 

all the way on to the Rockies. This had been the land that had once been the home of the 

antelope and buffalo and the nomadic western Indian tribes that followed their seasonal 

migration. The settlers moving west into this lonesome region dug out sod homesteads 

widely spaced in this vast expanse rather than the typical log cabins the settlers had ñhacked 

outò in the east. 

 For our branch of the Waymire Family Tree the western migration had ended. It had 

begun in Switzerland, crossed the Atlantic to Pennsylvania, and then continued on to North 

Carolina, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and finally ended in Kansas. 

                                                 
41

 The last great assault on the birthright heritage of the eastern tribes was the land grab called the ñOklahoma 

Land Rushò of 1889. 
42

 Washington was a farmer and probably farmed his own land in that township for the rest of his life before his 

death on Dec 24, 1907. He had married Hester Jane Wells on Aug 8, 1867 in Madison County, Indiana and they 

had (5) children together. Records seem to indicate that his family made the move to Cowley County, Kansas 

directly from Pipe Creek Township in Madison County, Indiana without a stopover in Linn, County as some of 

the rest of the family had done.  
43

 El Dorado was the fabled land of gold of the early Spanish explorers and others. It is where the family finally 

settled. It is centrally located in Butler County, and is the county seat and largest city in the county.  
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 John apparently farmed some land in the vicinity of Douglas for several years after 

they moved to Butler County.
44

 His family was listed there in the 1885 Kansas Census as 

John (age 52), a farmer, Emily (50), Joseph (26), a farmer, Emma (17), Mattie (11), and John 

Quier (25) who had been living in their household for an undetermined period of time. 

 By the time the 1900 Federal Census had been taken, John (age 67) and Emily (65) 

had moved in to El Dorado (Ward I) and John was listed as a laborer. The 1906 El Dorado 

City Directory had John and Emily living at the northeast corner of 1
st
 and Main St (that 

would be Lot 8) in the southeast part of town. Joseph E. and his wife, Jessie had also moved 

their family into town (the northeast part) and were living at the northeast corner of 11
th
 and 

Broad Street; he was listed as a foreman on the Santa Fe (ATSF) Railroad.  

 The 1910 Federal Census had John and Emily still living at the same place in Ward I 

in El Dorado. John was listed as age (77), a gardener and Emily (75). The listing stated that 

he owned a garden, which was probably located on a vacant lot (as his father, Noah had 

done) or perhaps located along the river, which was adjacent to their house there at the edge 

of town.  

 John William Waymire died on Aug 4, 1912 at the age of (80) there in El Dorado, but 

his burial place there is unknown to us. He had been married for (60) years to Emily Rosanna 

Kendall who lived on another two years and died on Mar 19, 1914 at the age of (79) at the 

little town of Burns just across the Marion County line north. Her burial place is unknown to 

us also.
45

 

 

 

Emma Rosanna Waymire Quier Smith 

 
 Emma Rosanna Waymire, my great Grandmother, was born on Mar 17, 1867 in 

Bloomington, McLean County, Illinois, the daughter of John William and Emily Rosanna 

Kendall Waymire. When Emma was only six her father moved her family to Centerville 

Township in Linn County, Kansas. The 1870 Federal Census there listed her as age (2) 

among her other six brothers and sisters ranging in age down from the oldest, Noah (age 16). 

Her father, a farmer, was age (36), and mother (35). The last child, Martha (Mattie) was born 

into the family there on Apr 5, 1872. 

 By the time of the 1880 Federal Census (when Emma was (12) the family had moved 

over to the other side of the county (in Potosi Township on or near the town of Pleasanton) 

where they lived for a few years. By that time one of Emmaôs brothers, Oliver, had died (on 

June 21, 1874) at the age of only (11). Her oldest brother, Noah, had married and had also 

died when his whole family was killed by Indians in 1875 while traveling with a wagon train 

in South Dakota. In this census her father, John William, was listed as age (48), a farmer, 

Emily (45), Joseph E. (21), Elizabeth (16), Mary (14), Emma (12), and Martha (7). 

 Her fatherôs brother (Uncle Hiram) had moved his family from Indiana to Pleasanton 

in 1877 and ran a drug store and jewelry business there. Itôs likely that she became 

                                                 
44

 In the 1885 El Dorado City Directory we found a listing for J. Waymire, a laborer, living at a residence at 204 

6
th
 Ave in El Dorado. This could have been John Williamôs family, but we rather think it more likely that it was 

probably their son, Joseph, who had moved in to town to work for the railroad.  
45

 We do know that John and Emilyôs son, Joseph Ellet Waymire died two years later on Sept 29, 1916 at the 

age of (57) and was buried at Sunset Lawns Cemetery there in El Dorado. He was survived by his wife, Jessie 

Schwartz. 
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acquainted with this family on family visits. Hiram and his wife, Margaret, were both (32) 

and had only one daughter, Dora (10), two years younger than Emma at that time (1880). Her 

aged grandparents, Noah and Mary, also retired and moved to Pleasanton from Indiana the 

following year (1881). They lived in town with a large garden and Emma was able to become 

acquainted with them for the first time. They probably became close over the next three years 

during their visits before Grandfather Noah died. 

 It must have been a sad time for both Emma and Grandmother Mary when John 

William decided to move his family on out to El Dorado in Butler County, Kansas after his 

father, Noah, had died. Her Uncle Hiram also moved his family out as far as Yates Center in 

Woodson County about this time also. After this Grandmother Mary only had one of her 

sonôs families remaining there. That was Jacobôs family still living over in Centerville 

Township whose visits she likely enjoyed for those years before her death four years later in 

1888. 

 Emmaôs family had moved into Butler County sometime before the 1885 Kansas 

Census was taken in the summer there. It listed her father John, age (51), a farmer, Emily 

(50), Joseph (26), Emma (17), and Mattie (11). Also listed as living in their household was 

Joseph Quier (age 28) a farmer. He was probably a boarder and farm laborer on their land or 

on another farm nearby. We donôt know any of the details, but it didnôt take long for a 

romance to develop between Emma and Joseph and they were married by D. W. Phillips, ña 

minister of Godò, on Sept 13, 1885 in the city of El Dorado. On that date Joseph Abner Quier 

became one of my paternal great grandfathers. According to family records Joseph was born 

on Nov 26, 1858 in Elkhart, Indiana.  

 We donôt know the place of residence of Joseph and Emma for the next two years, 

but we do know that their first child, Emily Maude Dorothy Quier, my grandmother, was 

born in El Dorado on Jan 8, 1887. By the time their 2
nd

 child, Viola Luellyn, was born on 

Nov 3, 1889 they were living in McCune, Osage Township of Crawford County, Kansas. 

Joseph had moved there to work in the large and newly developing coal mining district in 

southeast Kansas.  

 By the time their 3
rd

 child, John Tabor Quier was born on Feb 5, 1892. they were 

living about 12 mi east in the little coal mining town of Fleming just southwest of Pittsburg 

in Baker Township but still in Crawford County in the heart of the coal mining district. 

Within about a year or perhaps two the family moved about four mi south to Weir City in 

Cherokee Township of Cherokee County. Coal miners had to move from one mining camp to 

the next as the development of the mining veins shifted as according to the mining 

companyôs operations. Joseph was a coal miner, but by this time had become a carpenter to 

help provide the many wood structures needed by the mines. 

 At this time there were many strikes and accompanying civil unrest by the miners due 

to the extremely poor and dangerous working conditions and to seek higher wages. The 

miners around Weir had gone on strike, so the mining companies had brought in strike 

breakers 
46

 to replace them in order to keep the mines going. Riots ensued and Joseph was 

directed by the mining company to build housing for the strike breakers that were more like 

stockades for their protection against the rioters. 

                                                 
46

 Many of these strike breakers were blacks brought in from Alabama and other coal mining districts in the 

south. Others were foreign immigrants who had been recruited from the coal mining districts in foreign 

countries. The demand for coal was escalating around the world at this time due to the need to fire the boilers to 

drive the engines of the advancing railroads, steamships, and other steam powered mechanized machinery. 
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 As the violence increased it didnôt take long for things to get too ñhotò for Joseph 

there, so for the familyôs safety, he moved his family to Coldsprings in Douglas County 

down in the ñOzark Countryò of Missouri. Joseph had two brothers, David and Michael 

Quier, whose families were living there prior to this time. At some point in time (after the 

Homestead Act of 1862) they had obtained land grants there in Douglas County from the 

land office located in Springfield, Missouri. Their land was located only a few miles east in 

Sections #20, #27, and #29 near the little town of Denlow in Cass Township. While living 

there, Joseph had also obtained some land only three mi west in Section # 27 of Clay 

Township, probably through a secondary sale of some ñGrantorôsò original land grant. 

We think that Joseph and Emma probably moved the family to Coldsprings sometime 

in late 1893 when Joseph was age (37), Emma (26), and my Grandmother Maude (6). The 

other two children then were Viola (4), and John (2). The next child born in to the family was 

Ruth Blanch Quier born on Feb 24, 1894 in Coldsprings, whom Emma must have been 

ñcarryingò when they made the move there. Since he had acquired land, Joseph must have 

tried to farm for the next few years during which time their next child, David Andrew, was 

also born there on Jan 18, 1897. The family probably lived in an old farmplace there just 

west of what is State Road ñCò now. We think Grandmother Maude started her schooling at 

Coldsprings, which was located about 2 mi southeast just inside McMurtrey Township on the 

other side of State Road ñCò along what is now Hwy 76. If so she was probably able to 

complete the 8th or 9th grade before she was married later. The little town of Coldsprings has 

disappeared from the maps of Douglas County now. 

After about six years spent in Coldsprings, the family decided to move back to Weir 

City in 1899. The coal mines were still flourishing in southeast Kansas then and the farming 

in Douglas County, Missouri had likely not been very profitable for the family perhaps 

despite their considerable hard effort.  By that time they had already let their land in Douglas 

County go for taxes there at a sheriffôs sale (on Mar 24, 1897) to the highest bidder. 

Joseph and Emmaôs last child, Ethel Alene, was born in Weir City on Mar 19, 1900 

and Joseph resumed his work in the coal mines for the next few years. The family was listed 

in the 1900 Federal Census of Ward III of Cherokee County, Kansas taken on June the 8
th
. 

Joseph was listed as a coal miner (age 51), Emma (33), Maude (13), Viola (10), John T. (8), 

Ruth (6), Andrew (3), and Ethel (2 mos). 

After a couple of years back there my Grandmother Maude became acquainted with 

Ferd (Ferdinand) Kekec after he moved back from Crawford County to Weir City also in the 

summer of 1901. He was an immigrant coal miner from Slovenia who had first immigrated to 

Gelsenkirchin, Belgium to work in the coal mines there. American coal mining companies 

were advertising and offering incentives (passage fare and more) for miners to come to 

America, so Ferd and some others who had originated in Slovenia caught a ship (the 

Belgenland) bound for America out of Antwerp and arrived in New York harbor on Jan 13, 

1893. Their declared destination of Weir City, Kansas was recorded on the ship list overseas 

even before the ship left for America. After arriving, he proceeded directly to Weir City to 

work in the mines there. He applied for Naturalization as a citizen in Cherokee County in 

1894. Ferd and Joseph Quier had become acquainted prior to this time in the mines at Weir 

when Joseph was building the stockade housing and before moving to Coldsprings.
47

 

                                                 
47

 Itôs thought that Ferd had been hired as an overseer of some of the strike breakers there and when things got 

too ñhotò for Joseph, Ferd also felt threatened, so he had moved up to the relatively close mines located in 

Crawford County before later returning to Weir City. 
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Joseph must have held Ferd in rather high regard because according to family 

accounts he arranged for the marriage of his daughter, Maude, to himï telling her that Ferd 

would make her a good husband.
48

 After what certainly must have been a brief engagement, 

Fred (his name had been Americanized by this time) and Maude, my paternal grandparents, 

were married on Nov 23, 1901 in Columbus, the county seat of Cherokee County, by M. 

McFarland, Pastor of the Christian Church there. Fred was (35) and Maude gave her age as 

(15) although she was only (14). Soon after the marriage she and Fred moved to the #13 Yale 

mining camp up in Crawford County about 5 mi northeast of Pittsburg, Kansas. The rest of 

these grandparentsôs story is told in another family story entitled Fire in the Hole, but due to 

Fredôs and Josephôs untimely deaths, Maudeôs life story is integrally entwined with that of 

her motherôs, Emmaôs for the next few years.  

Joseph and Emma and the rest of the Quier children continued to live in Weir City, 

and Joseph continued to work in the coal mines there until his death on Feb (8), 1905 at the 

age of (57). His obituary in the Weir City news section of the Pittsburg Headlight stated that 

he had been severely ill for about a month, a sufferer of asthma and other complications. This 

was probably the minerôs respiratory consumption disease called ñBlack Lungò in its acute 

stages. He was interred on Lot # 83 at the Hosey Hill Cemetery located a couple of miles 

west of Weir. His gravesite is located near John Quierôs wifeôs, (Nevellaôs) Wallace family 

lot, but due to the monetary constraints of that time, Joseph was not provided with a 

gravestone. Nevella did tell us that Joseph was buried under a willow tree, but of course that 

was long gone when we went there in 1995 and took some pictures. 

After Josephôs death Emma was left with her (5) children to raise: Viola (16), John T. 

(13), Ruth (11), David Andrew (8), and Ethel (5). Emma didnôt have any available means of 

support, and consequently, according to Cherokee County Records, she was approved and 

placed on the pauper roles at the public expense for six months, but she became remarried to 

Ed Smith a short time later on June 24, 1905.
49

 During these hard times, Emma farmed out 

three of her children to live with Maude and Ferdinand at #13 Yale. The 1905 Kansas Census 

Record listed this family as living there in dwelling #157 and with Fred (Ferdinand), age 

(40), as head of household, Maude (20), Frances (2), John, my father, (5 mo), Viola Quier 

(15), John Quier (erroneously listed as Carol) (14), and Ruth Quier (erroneously listed as 

Carl) (10). 

Emma married Edward E. Smith on June 24, 1905 in Crawford County. Emma was 

(38) and Ed was (42) when they were married and moved into Pittsburg where Ed ran a 

jewelry store business. Ed was a direct immigrant from England to Kansas, arriving in this 

country in 1883. We donôt know if Ed had a prior marriage, but the records show no 

evidence of him having any prior children. Things must have really gotten desperate for Ed 

and Emma by the following summer. Thatôs when Maudeôs husband (my paternal 

grandfather), Fred (Ferdinand) Kekec, died as a result of a mine injury at Mine #11 at Yale; 

and Maude moved not only her own family, but also Emmaôs three children (who had been 

                                                 
48

 The family account of this also stated that ñmoney had changed handsò, whatever that meant. We donôt know 

if this was some sort of dowry or which way the alleged money went. 
49

 Itôs unlikely that Emma ever got back out to Eldorado to visit her aged father and mother, John William and 

Emily, who died later out there in 1912 and 1914 respectively. If these grandparents had lived close by they 

could have provided a great service to Emma and their grandchildren during this period of such dire 

circumstances. Emmaôs youngest daughter, Ethel, would have been (14) when her grandmother died out there 

and told us in later years that she had not known anything about these grandparents. 
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living with them) back into Pittsburg to live all together in Ed and Emmaôs household. In 

addition, Maude was ñcarryingò her 3
rd

 child when she moved back in.  

The 1910 Federal Census of Baker Township in Pittsburg listed Ed as age (47), a 

jewelry merchant, Emma (43), Viola (20), John T. (18), Ruth (16), David Andrew (13), Ethel 

(10), Maude Kekec (23), Frances Kekec(7), John Kekec (5), and Emma Kekec (3). The 

Pittsburg City Directories and various School Censuses had members of this household as 

living at several different residences and various members attending different schools over 

the next several years. The family rented homes at 1413 So. Pine in 1908, 1704 So. Bdwy. in 

1909, 304 West Cleveland in 1910, 707 West Kansas in 1911, 116 West Madison in 1914, 

and 106½ West Forest in 1919. During this period the Quier and Kekec children attended 

grade school at Washington and Lincoln, Junior High at Lakeside and Roosevelt, and the 

Pittsburg High School. 

Times must have been very difficult and money scarce in this household over these 

years. Ed had been in the jewelry business and a meat cutter, but later had become an 

insurance agent for the Bankers Life and Casualty Company; and after that he became a 

district representative for the American Insurance Union according to various census and the 

city directory records. Although we have no record of this, we also think Emma and Maude 

must have taken in washings and ironings and other such day work to help support the family 

during these lean years. Itôs likely that some of the other older of Emmaôs children also 

contributed to their support. 

Around 1918 the household of these two merged families (which had been bursting at 

the seams for so many years) finally started coming apart and going in different directions. 

The youngest daughter, Ethel, got married on Jan 3, 1918 and moved away. About a week 

later my grandmother Maude had also become remarried, this time to Odie Miller (on Jan 9, 

1918), and she and her (3) children had moved out to set up their household at 2311 No. 

Broadway. Even prior to that time both Viola and Ruth Quier had moved out and were also 

absent from the 1915 Federal Census for Ed and Emmaôs householdï Viola to get married 

and Ruth apparently just to live separately. 

Emma had to adjust to even more changes over the next couple of years. In 1919 her 

oldest son, John Tabor, also left to be married to Nevella Wallace on Mar 16, 1919.
50

 This 

only left Emmaôs youngest son, David Andrew 
51

 at home then, and by the time of the 1920 

Federal Census he was gone leaving only Emma and Ed. The following year her husband, 

Edward E. Smith, died at the age of (58) on Aug 19, 1921 and was buried at Highland Park 

Cemetery in Pittsburg.
52

 Emma lived alone in Pittsburg for a few months after that, but then 

moved (in 1922 according to her obit written later) to the Bartlesville, Oklahoma area to be 

near some of her daughterôs families that were living there. For several prior years the 

families of Emmaôs three daughters: Viola, Ruth, and Ethel had been gravitating to various 

places in Oklahoma in the area north of Tulsa to the Kansas border, especially at Bartlesville, 

Dewey, and Hominy, Oklahoma. 
53

  

                                                 
50

 He was a meat cutter and later operated his own butcher shop for the rest of his life in Pittsburg. He and 

Nevella had (3) children together: Jack (b. Mar 24, 1920), Betty Dean (b. Apr 18, 1923), and George (b. June 

29, 1929) 
51

 At some point David Andrew moved to California and married two wives over time (the first one in 1921), 

but had no children. He died in an automobile crash there in 1951. 
52

 Ed Smith was buried in Block #2 in the east half of Lot #26 in Space #5 of Highland Park Cemetery. 
53

 We think the Viola Quier was the first of the family members to move to this area of Oklahoma around 1910. 

She married Curtis Steven Gibson, who was born in Parsons, Kansas, and the couple moved to Dewey, 
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We think that Emma lived primarily independently and alone for the nearly (20) year 

period that she spent in Oklahoma, because she was not found living with any of her 

daughterôs families in the censuses that were taken during this period. In the 1930 Census she 

was listed as óhead of householdò, 63 years old, and living alone in Bartlesville. She must 

have enjoyed this period in her life visiting among the different families. We think Emma 

made the move to Indio, California with Ethel and Hollandôs family when the railroad 

transferred him there in 1941. 
54

  

Before their leaving for California my sister, Ramona, remembers (at the age of about 

nine or ten) her great grandmother Emma coming to Pittsburg on the train with her large 

trunk. 
55

 Ramona remembers talking with her as she unpacked her trunk and hung up her 

clothes. She remembered her as a very sweet lady and a pleasure to be around. I was about 

(8) years old at the time and remember all of the visiting and four-generation picture taking. 

Emma spent the next (17) years living with Ethel and Hollandôs family in Indio. Their 

daughter, Hazel, had already left their household at the age of (21) and married Curtiss 

Harley on Jan 27, 1940. Their son, Frank, was finishing his schooling there in Indio and 

graduated from Coachella Valley High School in 1946. He went on to graduate from Chaffee 

College and was a veteran of the Korean War. He married Hallie Marie McGaugy on Oct 16, 

1956 and they had three children together: Hallie Elizabeth (b, July 27, 1957), Victoria Ann 

(b. Dec 22, 1958), and Janet Eilene (b. Dec 6, 1960).
56

 Itôs too bad that Emma did not live 

long enough to enjoy more of the great grandchildren that would be coming along later. 

Emma must have thoroughly enjoyed living with Ethel and Holland, participating in 

all the activities and watching Frank grow up. Also the arrival of her great grandchild, Hallie, 

of Frankôs, must have brought her great pleasure. In letters Emma also commented on the 

pleasant climate and environment that was so agreeable with her. Dates were grown in the 

desert valley there and I can remember getting packages of dates for Christmas (along with 

other presents) when I was quite young until the mid to late 1940ôs. We think she only made 

                                                                                                                                                       
Oklahoma, a small town just outside of Bartlesville (perhaps to work for Phillips Petroleum). Their first child, 

Eva, was born on October 28, 1913 in Dewey, and Andy was born there on July 12, 1916. Viola and Curtis 

apparently spent the rest of their lives there and Viola died on June 6, 1938 in Bartlesville, but was buried in 

Dewey, Oklahoma. Ruth Quier was the next to move to that area of Oklahoma. She married Christopher Farrell 

on November 6, 1919 in Miami, Oklahoma, although he lived in Bartlesville. He was (30) and she was (25) 

although her marriage record said she was twenty. We wonder if Ruth had met Christopher at the circus when it 

came to Pittsburg at the old fairgrounds with an entrance on the east side and across the street from 25
th
 and 

Broadway. As the family story goes, Ruth ran away and joined the circus at sixteen and became a trapeze artist 

(with the Barnum & Bailey /Ringling Brothers Circus). Christopher was with the circus too, but died later of 

lung cancer in New York after they had left the circus, after which Ruth moved back to Kansas and then 

Bartlesville. Later she married Elmer Creekpaum and moved to Hominy, Oklahoma where he operated a large 

garage and grocery store. Ethel Quier married Ralph Holland Adams in Crawford County, Kansas on January 3, 

1918 and they soon moved to Bartlesville, Oklahoma. Their daughter, Hazel was born there in 1919, and was 

listed there in the 1920 Census. Their son, Frank, was also born there in 1928, and Hazel graduated from high 

school there in 1937. So we know the family lived there for an extended period.  
54

 Prior to this time Ruth and Elmer (with their adopted daughter, Bonnie Jewell), had moved from Hominy to 

Russell, Kansas (in 1937). After Ethel & Hollandôs family subsequently moved away, this left Violaôs family 

alone in Oklahoma. 
55

 Railroad employeeôs families customarily enjoyed traveling privileges with the railroad and Holland may 

have gotten Emma a railroad pass from Bartlesville to Pittsburg and perhaps even to Indio, California. 
56

 Emmaôs other grandchildôs (Hazelôs) family was living in the Los Angeles area and also had a great 

grandchild, Linda (b. June 25, 1941) of Emmaôs, and visited with her occasionally. Hazel became divorced and 

married a 2
nd

 husband, Bob Morrison, and they also had a child together, Scot Morrison, (b. July 19, 1960). 
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one visit back to the Midwest in all her time spent out there. Holland and Ethel brought her 

back around 1950 when I was in high school for a very enjoyable family visit, during which 

time many more pictures were taken that we still enjoy. 

After several months of illness, Emma Rosanna Waymire Quier Smith died at the age 

of (93) on Dec 10, 1958, and was buried at the Coachella Valley Cemetery there in Riverside 

County.
57

 She was usually called Grandmother (Grandma) Smith by some, perhaps 

especially by her descendents back in the Midwest, despite their inherited Quier name and/or 

heritage. That is because Grandmother Smith had been her name during all those lean and 

formative years when the Quier and Kekec children were growing up. Now that I know and 

understand the Waymire family better now, however, I will always remember her as 

Grandmother Waymire, the last of the Waymire pioneers who moved west. It seems only 

fitting that she was laid to her final rest out there on the west coast. 

 

 

Afterword 

   

There is a legacy left behind by each life that is lived, and if a person is remembered 

by those left behind, that person lives on. This is reason enough to confirm that genealogy is 

important to our families and the future generations who will want to know about their 

ancestors. Our ancestors have left behind many footprints in time in the form of the vast 

amount of available historic records, many of which were used to write and document this 

family story. They serve as resounding echoes from the past without which this story could 

not have been written. Through such records we can get to really know our ancestorsï their 

basic nature and personalityï in short who they really were. Each new record found and new 

fact learned brings the image of that ancestor more in to focus from its fuzzy obscurity. Our 

ancestorôs lives were wrapped up in our American history, and this perhaps adds another 

reason that makes their stories more interesting and worthwhile to read. All families have 

ancestors waiting to be remembered and family stories waiting to be written. 

The methods of genealogy research have changed dramatically in recent years. Itôs 

said that you can find out more facts in a week now than you could in a decade in former 

times. And these digitized records can be stored on a few CD disks that would take many feet 

of bookshelf space to house the volumes containing the same hard copy documents. In our 

family Mary is the accomplished genealogist, a protégé of those former times and methods, 

and I am the writer and computer researcher. This combination seems to work well for us in 

our partnership in the gathering information and writing our family stories,  

Over the years Mary has compiled more than a dozen ancestor family albums (most 

of them (2) in. or more thick) with hundreds of old photographs, courthouse records, old 

letters, and other memorabilia placed in plastic document envelopes. These pages bring these 

various ancestors to life for us. They represent hundreds of miles of travel, countless 

interviews and telephone calls, and hundreds of letters of inquiry. It was always exciting 

when a breakthrough was made and some piece of hard to find new information was found. 

Most of these trips were made to courthouses, cemeteries, libraries, college campuses, and 

genealogy and historical offices. There were many hours spent going through old ledgers and 

                                                 
57

 Emma had lived with Ethel and Holland for all of those years in California except the last few weeks, during 

which time she had been living with another of her daughterôs families (Ruthôs) also of Riverside County and 

where she actually died. Ruth and Elmer had moved out there for a few years in 1950 from Russell, Kansas. 



 33 

other record books, gazing at rolls of microfilm, and deciphering old cursive hand written 

documents. Some of these were probate court findings, land and mine records, census and 

immigration records, as well as many other kinds of documents. We still canôt help 

wondering what long forgotten record we might still find somewhere in some basement or 

back room on some dusty shelf. 

In addition to the ancestor family albums she has also assembled many scrapbooks of 

more modern family members, perhaps a dozen travel albums of the places we have gone to 

work or vacation during the summers, and numerous other files of family information. For 

nostalgic trips through family history, thumbing through some of Maryôs family albums is 

priceless and irreplaceable. Some day we hope to see all these volumes and other 

information, along with our family stories and other writing and digital records, stored all 

together in one place and safely preserved for our future generations descendents.  
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Appendix I 
 

John Rudolph Waymire 
(Europe, Pennsylvania, & North Carolina) 

 

  
 

This ascending Waymire Family Tree starts with Emma Waymire ï (and then) ï John W. ï Noah ï Jacob ï 

John Rudolph ï Andress ï Adam ï (to) ï Jacob Waymire. This story tells of them in 

Descending order from Jacob. 

 

Jacob Wedemeyerôs family chart. (He was born about 1615) 
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Adam Wedermeyerôs Family Chart 

 

 
Andreas Valetin Wehmeyerôs Family Chart 
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Married 1753 

 

 
John Rudolph Waymireôs Family Charts with his two wives. We think the correct spelling on the 1st wifeôs  

Surname is Lough and the 2nd wife Lueck. (She was known as Molly Lueck). 
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Map with flags showing Hanover, Germany (and Hamburg) and the Wengernalp Mts. Of Switzerland. About half way between the 

 Battle of Dettingen was fought 70 mi east of Frankfort on the north bank of the Main River. 

 

 

 

The Emigrantôs Trunk 
This is the trunk that the Waymire family brought with them when they crossed the ocean while emigrating from Germany in 1753. It had 

been handed down, at first, because of its utility and later because of sentiment.  It was once placed in a museum in the library at Richmond, 
Indiana.  The spirit of this utilitarian age however eventually crowded it out of its conspicuous resting place and it was stowed away in an 

attic of one of the Waymire descendents, Joseph C. Ratliff. When he died the family connection with the trunk came near to being lost., 

because the property was sold, and the new owners, not knowing itôs history, placed it in the stable loft. It was found almost accidentally on 
August 14, 1921 and restored to its place among the family relics. The trunk is covered with skin to which some hair remains attached, and 

has hide hinges that have lasted for over these past 2 ½ centuries. 
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                                          Hamburg Harbor                                                                                   Philadelphia Harbor 
 

 
Counties in Southwest Pennsylvania in 1836 (Westmoreland County originally constituted the present day counties of Westmoreland,       

Washington, Greene, and Fayette as well as sections of Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Cambria, Indiana, and Somerset) 

 

             
                        William Penn Treaty with the Indians                                    Wm. Penn Settlement in extreme southwest Pennsylvania    
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Map showing Guilford, Randolph, and Rowan Counties in North Carolina at the  

Edge of the wilderness along the Uwharrie River in -ca 1770. 

 

           
 

          
A collage of pictures depicting life along the edge of the wilderness frontier in Guilford County, North Carolina. 

 


